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FROM THE 


. mms: Quarterly Mecting, 


To the Monthly and Preparative Meetings 
| e the ſame, 


| 7 wg FRIENDS, 


E are ſenſible that to us as a peo- 
5 ple no new thing can be ſaid, hav- 
ing been favoured with a knowledge of the 
divine law, and the teſtimony required of 
us to bear; yet under a freſh renewed ſenſe 
of Divine regard, we feel a fervent en- 
gagement to ſtir up the pure mind in you, 
that you may be animated with a lively 
concern, and that the ſtakes which remain 
in our Zion' may be ſtrengthened ; that we 
may unitedly continue to hold forth an 
invitation to- thoſe who have not rightly 
entered the true ſheep- fold, to look upon 
Zion the city of our ſolemnities, the con- 
tinued refuge of the righteous, a quiet ha- 
bitation, „ſecure from the interruptions by 
A 3 which 


140 
which an unwearied adverſary is ſeeking 
to retard our progreſs, and dim our ſpi- 
ritual eyes, in preſeming the glory, wiſ- 
dom, profits, and friendſhips of this world, 
or drawing the mind into its various com- 
motions, whereby it is prevented from 


ſering che truth in its O] _ aud 
e 


4 ö 


Let us xi Fs beloved friends, fre- 
| quently to look towards the Lord's holy 
habitation, and be willing 'to bear- the 
ſearching power of truth, that we may 
experience not only the wine but the oil, 
Which anoints and re-anoints for ſervice; 
qualifying us to ariſe in the name of the 
Lord, and go forth in the way which he 
hath caſt up for us. Wherefore, we en- 
treat you, dwell deep in your ſpirits, and 
| carefully feel after renewed ability to ſtep 
forward in the line of divine appoint- 
ment; and when aſſembled in your meet- 
ings for worſhip and diſcipline, labour to 
have your minds ſeparated from the en- 
tanglement of outward and even lawful 
* that you may be favoured with 
the ſpringing up of immortal life, and 
Have your eyes afreſh. opened ito ſee ah 
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what you have ſwerved from the paintings 
af duty, and wherein weakneſs hath enter- 
ed: which hath ſorrowfully been the caſe 
with ſome, even to the laying waſte their 
teſtimony, who might have been as pillars 


in the Lord's houſe, if fully devoted to 
his will; but for want of their upright- 


neſs, there is cauſe to mourn, as when a 
ſtandard- bearer fainteth. 


Mere our fpirits thus exerciſed, indivi- 
dually labouring in our own vine- yards, 
he who is the great Huſbandman would 
condeſcend more eminently to viſit our 
aſſemblies, and himſelf to prune our bran- 
ches; ſo that the fruits of holineſs might 

de ſeen upon us. Thus all who are right - 
ly engaged in his ſervice, would be enabled, 
in the meekneſs of wiſdom, firmly to bear 
their teſtimony againſt the ſpirit and friend- 
ſhips of this world, in its corrupt language, 
cuſtoms and faſhions, truly concerned that, 
in all things, their moderation may appear 
unto all men; even in the furniture of their 
houſes, the proviſion of their tables, and 
the conſiſtency of their families, walking 
uprightly before the Lord, as did Abra- 
ham, who commanded his houſhold after 
ge i Went. him; 
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him; 1 and being thus 3 preſerved |; under Di- 
vine limitations, and experiencing frequent 
neceſſary baptiſms for more perfect refirie-- 
ment, they may ariſe as from the waſbing 
pool, and, in the authority of truth, bear 
that portion of rule which the Lord hath 
appointed them in his church, and among 
his people; warning the unruly, comfort- 
ing the feeble- minded, and ſupporting the 
weak. A reformation thus advancing a- 
mongſt the leaders of the people, the com- 
plaint of old may no longer be applicable 
to us, that the Lord hath given children 
for Nazarites and for prophets, but the 
parents (by early caſting before them temp- 
tations to evil, or ſuffering the enemy to 
prevail, where their power might have 
prevented) have in effect given the Naza- 
rites wine to drink, and ſaid to the 
Prophets, Propheſy not. Amos ii. 12. 
We wiſh theſe awfully to conſider, that 
for every gift beſtowed, whether ſpiritual 
or natural, inquiſition will be made, that 
they might happily ſee the neceflity of ho- 
nouring the Lord with their ſubſtance, 
and the firſt fruits of all their increaſe, 
Inſtead of gathering together, and chiefly 
appropriating it to nouriſh in their off- 


ſpring 
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ſpring a departure from the ſimplicity of 
the truth, whereby the divine and gracious 
intention concernin 8 them is often defeated. 


5 it is adi the judgments of the 
Lord' are in the earth, and that a part of the 
_ churches are viſited therewith; and we hav- 
ing, as well as they, incurred the Divine - 
diſpleaſure, by the departure of many a- 
mongſt us, from his holy commandments ; 
let us now be engaged to humble ourſelves: 
before him, to have our eyes anointed to ſee, 
and our hearts dedicated to perform his will; 
that if the Moſt High ſhould ſee meet to ariſe 
more eminently in judgment in this land, 
we may, by the operation of his ſpirit, ex- 
perience every accurſed thing done away, 
and, being purified and made clean, may re- 
pair to the fortreſs of his power, witneſſing 
preſervation as in the hollow of his hand, 
_ Ine to outward calamities. | 


And you, beloved friends, whoſe ſituati- 
ons and circumſtances in life are ſo ſtrait as 
to render it difficult to attend monthly, 
quarterly, and other religious meetings, 
without what may appear a great ſacrifice of 
outward things ; we believe of this claſs, 
alte Pigs £13: 127" there 
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there are many hidden ſervants in the Lord's 
houſe, who are walking humbly and mourn- 
fully before him; with whom we affectio- 
nately ſympathize, and whoſe habitations 
we vilit, with the ſalutation of peace be 
48 upon them. But, dear friends, let it 
be remembered, that the Lord is equal in 
all his ways; and notwithſtanding our cir- 
cumſtances may appear various, he deals 
bountifully with us all, and doth not leave 
any without ability to perform his will. 
Wherefore we wiſh to encourage and 
ſtrengthen your minds -to feel after, .and 
prefer, that peace which is [ſuperior to all 
qutward enjoyments, giving contentment. 
with the allotment of Providence, and pre- 
ſerving from entanglements with things, for 
yourſelves or your families, which the wiſ- 
dom of truth never pointed out as neceſſary 
for us: whereby the Lord's people are pre- 
vented from advancing in the way of righte- 
ouſneſs, and from attaining an holy confi- 
dence which would enable them to reſemble 
the widaw, who made the prophet a cake 
firſt, -and whoſe meal and oil did not waſte. 
Thus faithfully coming up in the attendance 
of our religious meetings, and being unitedly 
engaged for the advancement of the Lord's 
work in ourſelyes and in the earth, we may 
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n 
be enabled to offer together vfferings in 
righteouſneſs, of a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour, 
ſuch as a e as in . of 
an cee 


ler ei peel within ſents, 
that the gathering arm of Divine love is 
ſtretched out to many of the youth, and 
we entreat:theſe to follow the footſteps of 
the flocks of the companions of Chriſt ; and 
though many may want examples of this 
kind, and have cauſe frequently to query, 
% Who will thew us any good,” yet re- 
member the Lord's watchful eye is over 
ou, and his power the fame to manifeſt 
und lead into that uniform path the fol- 
lowers of Chriſt have ever walked in. We 
therefore intreat you to dwell under its 
humbling operation, whereby you would 
become acquainted, in the light of the Lord, 
with your own imperfeRtions, and the 
pronenefs of your nature to evil; rather 
than *juftify (yourſelves by 'the departure 
of vthers from under the power of the 
croſs of Chriſt. Thus will you find tie 
'reproofs of inſtruction are neceffary for 
your {(lvation, and, by yielding thereto, 
Power to overcome the temptations of the 
enemy will be afforded, and additional 

ſtrength 
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ftrength ſucceed to preſs forward in the 
way of righteouſneſs ; whereby you may be 
brought like Moſes, the appointed leader 
of Iſrael, in the time of youth, to prefer 


affliction with the people of God, rather 


than enjoy the pleaſures of this mane, 
which are but for a "Feaſon J 


| But you 8 are the ofipriog! 85 pa- 
rents ſerviceable in any ſtation in the 
church, we wiſh particularly to call your 
attention to the importance of your exam- 
ple: confider the favours beſtowed upon 
you, the privileges many of you enjoy, 

for which you muſt aſſuredly be anſwer- 
able; and, above all, conſider that the teſti- 


_  mony of truth is. greatly weakened by the 


manifeſt deviation of ſome of you therefrom, 
and which it is your duty to ſupport, by a 
| conduct and appearance conformable there- 
to. We are ſenſible that the life is more 
than meat, and the body than raiment; and 
therefore we would impreſs on your minds, 
a ſenſe of the need there is to purchaſe for 
yourſelves the ſubſtance of truth, and to 
be ſubject to the humbling power thereof. 
Then wil thoſe deſires be crucified which 
crave the forbidden fruit, and prevent your 
*J eppropehes to the tree of life, VAR 
Rang | | the 
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the redeemed only have acceſs. Thus would 
you ſee it to be your indiſpenſible duty to 
live under the government of the God of 
the faithful; and though your growth and 
experience may not be equal to your being 
active for the truth, yet a tender concern 
would reſt on your minds that you ſhould 
do nothing againſt it, which we believe 
would be divinely regarded, and draw down 
a bleſſing upon you. 


We are comforted under a fenſs, that 4— 
mongſt the youth there are a number whoſe 
minds have been as clay in the hand of the 
potter; and to thoſe we need only ſay, Hum- 
bly and patiently abide there, that when the 
Lord is pleaſed to try, and carry forward . 
his own work, by the renewed baptiſms of 
the Holy Ghoſt and of fire, you may not 
ſtart aſide, neither count it ſtrange as though 
ſome new thing had happened unto you; 
but rather remembering for your encourage- 
ment, that the Lord faid unto his ſervant 
formerly, I have refined thee, but not 
« with filver: I have choſen thee in the 
44 furnace of icon.” 46 


We alfo feel an | engagement for you be- 
loved friends, who have come amongſt us 
cg, by 
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by: convincement,. 'and.. know what. it is ta 
purchaſe a poſſeſſion in the truth, that no- 
thing may divert your minds from a ſteady 
attention to the Divine leader, and cauſe. 
you to take up any reſt ſhort of the true 
one, or to conclude, that after an admiſſion 
into the ſociety, and outward, union with. 
the Lord's people, you may be leſs careful 
and watchful over yourſelves ;. but rather be 
engaged to follow on to know the Lord, 
41 by ſimple obedience to all his requir- 
ings, prove what is his perfect will con- 
cerning you ; that ſo his gracious intention. 
in bringing you amongſt us may be anſwer- 
ed. For want of this engagement how have 
divers halted in their Progreſs, and gra- 
dually loſt their habitation in the truth, 
until. they have become like fruitleſs wi- 
thered branches; ſome even returning to 
thoſe things fram which they were once 
redeemed. May all theſe awfully con- 
fider from whence they are fallen, and, by 
fully joining with the renewed offers of our 
heavenly Father's love, witneſs reſtoration 
to his favour, and to that ſtation in the 
church which he may ſee meet to appoint, 
Notwithſtanding we apprehend there is 
cauſe for theſe remarks, we are alſo ſenſible 
1d 55 


l 
_ ed to us, have manifeſted their love by their 


continued obedience, and are choſen of the 
Lord to feed his flocks, and to be diggers 
and pruners in his vineyard: theſe we ſa- 
lute, with ſuch amongſt us, who feel the 
weight of the work, and are baptized into 
deep ſuffering with the precious ſeed; and 
to theſe we ſay, Let nothing abate your 
holy zeal, neither account your lives dear 
unto you, but be faithful unto death; for 
in the victory of the Lamb of God, ever- 
laſting life will be the crown of hig faith- 
ful followers. 


Wherefore, dear friends, let us feel for 
renewed fellowſhip in that which is of the 
Father, whereby we may be enabled to 
ſtrengthen the things which remain, that 
are ready to die, and to build one another 
up in the moſt holy faith; that ſo our works 
may be found perfect before God. 


Signed by order, and on behalf of the 
faid meeting, held at Leeds the 26th and 
1925 of the 12th month, 1781. 


By MARY BIRKBECK, 
Clerk to the meeting this time. 
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